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September 12, 2006  
COALITION FOR POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT TO HOLD COMMUNITY CONVERSATION EVENT
(Plainville, CT) The Coalition for Positive Youth Development will host its second Community Conversation event on Thursday, September 28, 2006, thanks to a grant provided by the League of Women Voters. The program will be held at the Middle School of Plainville from 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM and includes dinner. The topic for the conversation is  “Keeping Kids Safe by Exploring the Dress Code”.  The conversation will examine the effect of youth dress on academic performance, relationships, and behavior at home, at school, and in the community.
The Coalition, comprised of members representing a variety of local community organizations, was established in 2004. The mission of the Coalition is to provide enriching activities in a safe community environment, empowering children to positively shape their lives.  Initial funding from the State of Connecticut and a number of private donors provided the resources necessary to create an after school program for Plainville students in grades 5-8. The Coalition was instrumental in the design and launch of the after school program, which currently provides academic and enrichment programming and resources to approximately 90 students.  Substance abuse has also been an area of focus for the Coalition, which has taken a number of steps to address youth substance abuse. In an effort to combat these behaviors, the Coalition issued a letter to State Representatives encouraging them to support House Bill 5211, “An Act Concerning Underage Drinking.” As a result of support throughout the state, the legislature passed the bill prohibiting the hosting of underage drinking in a home. The Coalition also held a community forum entitled “Risky Behaviors” through which a variety of scenarios relative to youth safety were addressed and discussed in focus groups.    

 The September 28th Community Conversation event is open to all Plainville residents. Babysitting will be available. Those interested in attending should RSVP to Tina Gryguc, 793-3206. 
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